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HOW WE SAVED MOTHER MILK

The listing on the Jobs board.at ochool was Miarket
Control Department of the Mistville Star-Tribune."
"Market vontrol? sounded formidable thougn the only
stated requirements were a college degree S and
a car, but 1 applied, encouraged that my studies in English
would surely e a8 leg up in newsnaper work. In tact tne
Director seemed less interested in this tnan my suit snd

tie, whicn fortunately lalways wore not only to weddings

il

but also when looking for & job. Living in a suit and tie
8ll day proved easier than @ expected, and even ezci~r =after
I bought a second sult and had the old one cleanec and
pressed. lies lost &ll terror once I learned the four-in-
hand; 1 owned seven, all Zood ac new except the one nmy
father knotted betore L went away to college.

1t was exciting to be a newspaperman, drinking coffee
in the cafeteria listening to reporters tell how the
mayor was drunk ageln yesterday and a bznk onresident went
his secretary to Mexico to have the baby, all the inside

scoop laymen niss. I Llooked forward to transferring from



Mzrxet vontrol to the news side, & plan 1 confided to my
fellow wotkers, a plan L learned had been tneirs too,
both being english unajors, until tney tound one might more
easily change arnies during a vattle. 1 soon saw for
myself it was true, the news side had as little as nossible
to do with the advertising side. DBut wvhen 1 looked into
zadvertising I was sﬁrprised and confused to tind acver-
tising had as little as possible to do with Market Control.
Indeed dotning at the ctar-Tribune had anything whatsocever
to do with ilarket Control except the two hundred copies
of the EStar-Tribune winlch begen our cday. One cony wes for
the Vlirector, whom I rarely saw after ne hired me excent
when ne posted morning orders. Tnree were to fill up
time until coffeebreak, headlines to shin news, last of
all the crossword. 4alter coffeebrecax, we tore up all the
ctar-Tribunes and stuffed tie vieces in enveloones which
we carried to the mailroom. These vere called tear cheetcs;
as my more experienced cowérkers told me, advertlsers get
& Kick seeing their name In the navper, 1t makes nelilghbors
and scnoonlaay chums sick with envy.

One ol us went each morning on lieison duty to the
National Advertising Lejartment, which hed much nore on
its mind thaen the Star-iribune and thereforews in an office
downtown, the Lark Tower as we Bnglish-major dJontrollers
called it. +he Hational office licted newsnspercs sll over

the country and hac a teletyne which sometines went



dingalingling and made everybody Jjump. All that came
through were jumbles Like somebody back ecst had a
seizure and fell on the keyboard--and I lesrned this wvas
vometimes the case--but it tipoved off Mistville there'd
be a letter along in a counle days andvthey'd vetter
start swecting.

Liailson was emptying the National box in the mailroom
and driving downtown. Possibly some arrangement could
have been made with the post office for dircct delivery
if it weren't for civil service; a smiling mailman calmly
making aprointed rounds would have been out of place amid
ankledeep carpets, whispering secretaries, noiseless
typewriters, acoustical mahogany panelling, and z live
teletype that any second might go dingalingling from
Hew York. we Controllers wore suits and ties and had
college degrees and clean fingernails and respect, for
though we vwere hidden away in the Star-Tribune next to
the presses we didn't worx for the peper, we worked for
Netional. They were our bosses, all of them.

lhe Chief was no problem, he had too many of his
own, five wnen i came and later six, all account executives.
Iwo in particular he watched so closely, one eye to each,
1 doubt ne ever tocussed on az Market €ontroller, or xnew
except 1In a general way “"hey existed, like fgllabies.

Nor was bhumber Two Exec a problem, only a puzzle: did

nis sharing Chief's private office mean anyone sericusly



considered nim heir appzrent or was nis function to drive
away silence on those bad days waen Chief was sitting with
both hands ato» his desk, holding it to the floor?

Aside from munadling to himself all dey long Number
Two had 1;ﬂhﬁ“act::ounts no other exec wanted, whicn is to
sey none. Or rather, one. Shortly zfter 1 came to
Market Control, with winter close behind, New York dingalinged
a plot to increase the aspirin yiela. Once a week we
(ontrollers toured drugstores counting zspirin. A4 sharp
darop in acspirin stock would mean people were cxztching cold
and bang, the ctar-Tribune would smear them with ads
saying for Beaven szke go buy wmore aspirin. Number Two
couldn't sit still on aspirin day, he talked to himseglf
out loud waiting to hear how people were feeling. It was s
fine scheme, beneficial for as»irin, Stsr-Tribune and &lso
people, but druggists ﬁere plind to the big picture, always
sneaking 1n more stock or moving it around without telling
us. Just once did it seem perfectly safe to nush the
epildemic button, the week vwe all tnree hed colds, but with
New Lezrs on the weekend aspirin was full un. dumber Two
lost interest in Mistville diseace, slowed to the old
mumble, but never mumblied cuit so we continued weekly asnirin
reports, only we gave up touring drugstores, they coniused
the count.

cunday oSupplement Fxec had, aside from v“hief, the

only porivate offlce and secretary. ounday Suvonlement was very



big business,fully deserving specizl dignities}though

(e '
it was in fact & sinecure, the entire packeage shipped
intact from the east and excent for one zccount entirely
sold in the east. iowever, thet one account was, and had
been since the Great Fire, Mother Milk all over the entire
back page in three colors. 1t was sother inilk that
opened the Mistville National office, the exec wno signed
Mother iMilk became the firest Chief of the bark Tower.

Sunday :xec, wno studied to be a Jesuit but found
there wasn't enough money 1in it to supvort & famlly and
enter«d the Dark Tower instead, was & man of keen intellect
and immencse energy, neitner of which he svared. when I canme
ne was, 1lndeed, carrying tne load of two ordinary execs.
comething had haovened to the Liguor Txec before zny of
us vontrollers came. Nobody would talk sbout it, or even
mention nis name, much as primitive peoples avolid uttering
names of the dead. +he post had been emdty for months,
the duties volunterily cesumed by Sunday Fxec.

In addition bunday FExec spent every nossible moment
develooning cherts showing the otar-Tribune was the only
peper anyone In sistville rezd, the Second Papr -- winich
wasn't the name on the masthead, merely & statement of
fact -~ was used!exclusively for sterting fires and wrezoping
fish, except by students of the funny papers, who of course

neve no money, being children or under confinement. The

larger circulation of the Second Pzper was the nredictadle



effect of a damp climate and excellent fishing, Second
Paper gave more pcges for a nickel, and wass in fzct oo
heavy for any but azthletes to convenientliy cerry. The
bulge 1n savertising was exactly why smart money chose

the Star-iribune where z@#ds could be seen. &anyway the
vecond Paper published in the evenlng when everybody is
npleying cearas or watching TV or heving a family row because

it was such a stinking day. The Star-Tribune sublished in

the morning wnen everybody 1is happy, wives beczuse the cld

rumny and the bdrats are out o1 the house and nov they can
girdle up and go load the chiarge accounts with @11 thnose
good tanings a«dverticed in the Star-Lribune, husdznds Tecause
the Job will e a dirty drag by afternoon but the secreteries
in the office and =zll those go~d things zdvertised in the
Star-iribune look great after gsgging down cold eggs and
DlauacK toast withh old ugly acrocss the teble bitching about
last nignt like 2 AM w&sg the crack of dawn.

cunday Fxec wae a men of brozd vision, a student of
Great Zooks, and well do I remember one of ny earlyv siternoas
in Market cvontrol, we Controllers et our adading machnines
grinding cut raw matericl fcr chnsrts, wien Sundey, censing
our vacks were acining and eyes blurring and fingertins nulsing
and s»irits failing, interrunted with a beautifully-shraced
monologue on the long view of Market Lontrol and life, how
someday we wuld be execs in some DRark Tower of the world,

guiding young Controllers in our path, and so on through “~

tne eges.



-undacy Exec Was a men of deen hunmenity, dreaning of the

day whnen the ape and tiger in menkind could be allowed
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to die; 1t wés no feault of lils each new red, white an
olue chart drove Chief into his office, where he sat hold-
ing down his cdesk lictening to Mumber Two numble until
until ne felt well enough to chew out Annlisnce Ixec.
Not that Appliance bxec hzd done anything wrong, he
never did .anytaning. He was & small, cuilvering wreck
1n & worla of gorgeous women he dered not attack, so enervated
Oy lust the wildest swing of s handbag would heve 1lsid him
out cold. but #»nlisnce Exec was not born to he »nitied.
pXecs 1n & playful mood iIntercepted mats mailed from the
eact and put them streight through, his morning fit of chakes
on finding an unexpected @nnlisnce ad started the Dark
Tower day with & welcome chuckle. He tried to keep pace
by recuecting twice &s many tear sheets ac sll the others
togetner, recuecsts inStantly forgotten by botix him and uc,
wnen time hung heavy we sent without exnlanation great steockes
01 entirely irrevelent ade, they uncset him so, thinking he'd
aropned the bzll again and was necring the finsl dhngalingline.
Grocery Exec was Very big st the Durk Tower. Not sharp
Like nls predecessor ~unday, but big, co big “hief's stomach
knotted at the sight or téﬂte or smell or focd, any food, or
g food #d, z2nd that'se why his ulcer defied the best medical
minds In Mistville. Grocery Exec enjoyed surorizing Chief with
new accounts heiﬁ been nitching in secret for montiis, after

e

wiilcnh sumber Iwo frequently took thief home in &z cab. Grocery



Exec was very big in idarket Control too when I first
came; the uUirector was a cousin or something of nis
wife and when Sunday was busy witih Licuor we did little
but Control Groceries.

We Controlled Groceries with Surveys and Promotiocons.
On ourveys we askKed the grocer what brand of dehydreated
cabbage hecarts sold best. Grocery took the curvey to
Brand X and showed how Brand Y had a slight edge and
Brand Z was coming fast but with the Market so delicately
balanced one push would give X the whole smear. Brand X
was Slathering to blast Y and crush Z but wcndered ecbout
Second Paper, whether it didn't get into a few homes.
Urocery, a protege of Sunday, patiently explained publishing
intricacies a lezyman couldnt't be expected to Know, how Second
Paper merely cluttered up norches with wads of newsnrint, not
the same thing at all as Controlling the Market. #nd 1if
Brand X was confusea by tne concept GUrocery pnaraded Control-
lers in suits and ties and when Brand X eyes glazed
Grocery sald what a shame Y and Z were swindling Mistville
with fheir lousy so-called cabbage hecrts, with the right
scnedule he'a consider it a public service to send nis troons
into the crusade for free and Brand X forgot all about the
“econd Paper.

Then we went on Promoticn to convince grocers they
must immediately clog thelr aisles with mase displays of

Brand X and cover thneir windowes witn Bramd X bannercs and
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and snip ¥ and Z2 back to the Jobber. w»hen we placea a
banner, like say over & wall water-steined in lacst
night'!s storm anc the plasterers busy until tomorrow, wve
took a picture, including the grocer if he'd stand still,
and smiling if vpossible, though it's no cinch finding a
smiling grocer what with all the salesmen for Brand X, Y
and Z and then Controllers of «ll things. Aside from
burning down the supermardet zcross the street the only
sure way, short of outright cash, for a salesnman to get
& smile from a grocer is bringing along the Regional
Division Vice-?Presiaent who wears a $250 suit znd means
a free drink znd mayce even a steck sandwich..

Af'ter Promotion, to trigger the reneval, came the
Closeout, & handsome folio of exvensive art puper sprayed
and brushed by our Artist, crammed withh tear sheets and
also the letters and postcards we wrote warning grocers of
the crowds about to come gcreaming for Brand X when the
ctar-Tribune hit the street, and any nhotcocgrarhe we'ld manzged,
witn patience one could sometimes snap Jjust as & grocer
spotted a $250 suit and it certainly didn't matter if it
wzs Brand Y.

cunday, when he was Grocery, revolutionized Market
Control, eliminating the effort formerly wasted Controlling
each VMistville grocer individually. &as the m&) on our

office wall clearly showed, the Mistville HMarket broke

nature Lly into tinree parts, the North, doutn and Zast Controls,



one for each Uontroller¢ West coula be conceded the
Second Parer, belng mostly salt water and ferryboat rides
very exdensive. The strategicatlly-located, carefully-
selected red nins were our i‘hermometérs, the pivots of
Mistville; in vontrcl of +hermometers lay €ontrol of the
Market.

controlling thermometers demanded vatience, tact znd
imagination for some grocers fallied under streins of
lecdercship and woulan't talk to us. However, we did not
fail or lose ‘ontrol, despite the incressing pressure of
those eurly deys, cunday frecuently deep in Licuor,
Grocery growing visibly bigger ezch nassing week. ©vometiumes
we went out with five or six surveys anc ceveral Promotions,
& very full day for even & scingle inermometer, assuming we
could have vontroliea him coapletely, stranpned in & cheir
and locked in & refrigerator beyond rescue Dy clerks and
butchers and salesmen for Brand X, Y znd Z. But azs sSundeay
of ten sald, our resources must grow with our responsibiiities
if we ssnired to the Dark dower, and we found his Thermometer
orincizs2le could pe extended; just =& & hundred grocers
looked to one Lthermoimmeter for leadersnip, so in each of
our cvontrols there was one ihermometer ‘of Thermometers
convenlently located for picking upn breasd and baloney &nd
beer on the way home for luncih, or in fine weather, 2 nicnic
in the woods.,

It waee thie coming of TV tnaet changed our way of life, as

it did the entire newspaner industry. Tne Dark Tower ned
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the aingeling streight from dunerchiiefl thaet tie narlor
peedinow would not survive the long hazul s an sdvertizing
meaium, ﬂoweyer, cccounts vere edgy from being trailed by
the known criainsle TV employed ¢s sslesmen, groceries in
oerticulear always spook at shadows and squeeks. On advice
of & dingaling from New Iork the bark Tower bought azn
elternocn half hour, ang told its frierds that until the
novelty wore off and the big picture got bzck in focus they
would pe given free cnots--they certéinly weren't vorth
noney--as @ donus for puying real adverticsing, nrinted on
pager, ana tnis merely one more service tecond Pajer wacs
too cnean to offer.

“rocery, of course, thought it was s grend idea, he

crevw very clg indeed, and ve briefly were in such & fury

o1 Control we cculd scarcely get into our office for

£ T Ll I A " i = -#.w‘h?- 3 N ‘ .- - "1 T-:': 3 =
anotner load of cuestion z2ires and haenners. Fut then srose

the metter of exoense. It pained the innernost soul of the
Star-Tribune to buy TV time, even though it ves = trade
deal, no cash chenged hznds. But it cost zctual money to
tack togetner a gltcrien and litter it vitn Stzr-Tribune
groceries, and hire & pretty girl to ask "what are Braend X
dehydrated cabbege hearts good for?" aznd the motherly typoe
wiio gzla "prand X dehydrated cabbage hezrts make such
cruncny fucge. Here, try some." and the pretty girl "Mmmn.
hat's very gocd, where can I buy Erend ¥ dehydrated cubbage

feart?" and motierly "Why you can cuy 3rend X denydrated

11



cabbage nearts at any grocery store, try some tomorrow,

onily a few pennies & scerving and elco tengy with trnoce

crisny Brand A nicxled sauseage skins we Like to osut in

y saring days, another fine

0
=
-
—

Daday's lunch pail tnese
oroduct sdverticed in the dicstviiie Star-Trioune," and
pretty,' "I certeinly will pick u» Brand A dehydrsted

cabbzge hearts tomorrow and also those crignpy Lrand A

pickled sauscge skine which are adverticed in the Jicstville
Star-Iribune, wetceh for o special free offer in tomorrow
morning's sistville Star-Tribunel”

Expensive pDroiecsicnel actresses like Motloerly and
Pretty ran thne budget sky nigh put even 1 they could be
talked down in p»rice it wasn't worth taking the chence, not
witn tine whole Srand X family so interested in the scting
careers of Greet Aunt dotherly and Cousin Pretty. It wes
wunday who seved the Dark lower from the fesr of a dingaling,
suggesting firing tioe cnnouncer and heving Grocery give the
commercials, such 2z ha)py thought that sNumber Ywo had to take
Cnief nome 1n & cab, hysterical. Grocery was in the same
condition but Suncey expnressed great confidence in nis sbility,
saying ne would doubtless find it a welconme chenege from con-
stant Surveys anc 2itchies and Promotions and Closenutc,
ounday, 1n giving us this big picture, said we cvontrollers
would doubtless be glad to have more time for charts, the
foundetion of all adverticing.

tor & feuct, Curveys and Promotions fell of: to nothing,

Grocery nadn't the courcge to fuce accounts, not even 2raznd X,
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whichn tnought the show wess swell. There were the floor
directors smirking when he stumbled over & hard word,
cameramen wnistling benind his back after the producer
forced nim to use makeup, and then the speech and grammnar
teccher treating nim like a backward child. +here Grocery
wes at tne end of tie progrem, all alone staring into the
greztl eye tnzt stared back, the large wheel siowly turning
and zs each ;roduct apreared Grocery said "folks, here's
anothier grect oroduct," and scuinted to see wnat it was and
out Denind the blinding lights someone was snickering, and
he knew it was llistville snickering.
lilere was only one TV station in HMistville and few TV
sete but zround every one of the blg new seven inch screens
nelghbors, relat ives, friends, chance accuaintances, gzthered
in dark siience to waztch test patterns Or Snow or Groceryl“
or anytrning.

Not tnet Urocery considered himsell ugly, nerhans he
dia lack Sunday's education and tailor but the girls back
nome liked him »nretty well, there were some of thiose havrideg—-
well, Grocery never finisned adbout the hayrides, but the
wWlnk was enough. Once he got used to peoole Stafing at him
on tne street it wasn't so bad, it wes sctuslly oretty g£00a,
and when little kids begzan asking for nis autbgraph snad
did he know Hoy Rogers, he rezlized show business was in
nis blood, he had to vwear colored sNlrts anywey Dectuse as

he expielned to everyone viite looked grey on TV, there was
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no reason he shouldn't wear checked suite and tun shoes znd
nauve a manicure with his haircut. 1in a few months Urocery
wes blgger than ever.

Grocery mastered TV, it was Licuor tiist tecame s problen
cunacy ncd been handling kicuor very well for over a year,
spenaing & great deal of time at nolitical nearty headouarters,
the ins to see thne locel distributors, the outs to see thoce

wiio wouid De tne distributors if they won the next election,

Inasmucn s #lctville controls liquor tiorough the demnocratic

o’

3

process. Chief wWwes constuntly proposing candidates for
Licuor but none survived cunday'e interrogstion. Licuor snd
1ts steaay association with men in hizh pnlaces needed most
cereful handling, tne wrong man could do grest harm with
Liguor. Thus srgued oundsy, witan allusions to old Licuor

we Controliers did not understsna, excent in their efilect

on Dark lower execs, tne sudden vlanching, the cuick sidewise
glencing into corners.

Whatever the rewards of Liguor, it was not Sunday's
'irst Love. lniere was the week he sent us a bundle of
statlstics to ve ground up for a chart, he sent the bundle
on sonday «nd called every day, and every duy we were
Controlling Groceries, and ~undey came to us o:n Friday,

examinea our sSurveys snd Promotions and Closeouts, visibly

saddenec thinking how many charts all tais effort could
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hazve nroauced.

v : o b . *-.Is" T s g - - * - ' Bl “ r:-t
lile V&Y neyt veel there vo o & nev wicuor Fyec s ~1NT

b

& Jal’n NOrse cailiidete indeed, & foraer controller wie

ctooned oy tune LDerk Tower on nic way throuszh town to oy

-

hello to Chief, wnom ne nad “nown wnen e was Sunacay,
g

snd Sunasy, whom ne ned Known whien e vas Grocery, and

-

auto, wWho iwd wlwoys seen «~Uto, &nc DUggy oefore tact.
And no sooner had Liguor clecanea out the Surveys and
’romotions and Jvloseouts Grocery ned been storing on the un-

used decit than cunauwy nHronosed, and Chief concurred, ta-t

-- AR 2 rs] v t R f'.\'-}-f £ J{f’ L
Grocery w.<& tolns ¢ marvelous job on TV, but ma“/ana ‘shiould

therefore turn over =oft drinks to Licuor. So0it drinks

recuired little tiuiie but constent vigilence, vetlecning *the

nevs side smart slecs to Eﬁe-th@y didn't »nrint anytiiing
sbout lewsuits over aice in bottles of Coce Cole.
sunasy, snoewing srouna the Dark Tower the 1ittle bhillings
chert neta mede in nics gnere tine ¢t home to give Licuor,
as a new men, 4 sense 01 perspective, wes cazreiul to
point out the prﬁci;ice onn the Grocery Line c¢id not

actue lly renrecent Lost bucinece, Licuor told us goout
the cniart, he was Llonely and needed coreons to talk to,
but much of wnet e seid nzae little cence 1o us, he

snokKe of hunters vio cia no?
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dengerous Lo aén unarmed tourist & vounded lion could be,

or «ven z« vounded Jackacss, and there wes a classicel
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allusion which as Fnglish majors we only partly understoca,

something about Jenus.

Liguor stacggered urocery; Auto knocked nim flat.

-

tuto wes = milé old man who had seen Lniefs come snd ceen

Chiefs go, almost since the Great Fire, and he remembered

their fuces less vividly than the hubcap on the 1921 Mermon.
Auto sold nothing, VWew York and Detroit snipnhed the mats
and his orincipal tacsk was to check spelling o1 local

distributors! nanes, a relatively easy matter since even

auto distributors snell their names about thne same oOne

year ¢ the next. However, one menufecturer nca tvo

sgparate and ecual distributors who hated each otner. Soth

-

hed to run on the too line of the signature in the seme

size tyne, wnich was no problem, but doth demanded the lelt-

hand s»not, whicii wes. Many yezrs zgo they agreed 1n

nrincinle to a comorouise alternsting the nrized position

but neither could Xeen track from ad to ~d and always

thought the other croox was peying off Auto. Asice from

this auto lived a 1ife he would not trade for cnlef or

even vuperchnief, the Wew York dingsling ling, every
e’

weexend driving one new model or znother to some {1ishing

resort snd after Liis hangover wacs better writing a bylined

zrticle how enthused he was over the new model, how ctmooth
orn the roed aend like gunnowaer under the hood &nd slso the

fishing wes great.
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gut with age the »nreccure wes witnering Auto,

i--

tetines ne could sc. recely entlmuse even at o onrivete

sneak dreview ol & wn jor modeli chonge, sure and swiit

w-y to a dingalingling. Year efter yeaur, =zt every

Uarg Tower conference, Auto ccked 11 there wes any new
orinting teechnicue for getting two lLefthand snot: on tihe
ton line of o signaeture. 1t was from o0ld habit he rene:zted
his cuestion that lict time. e didn't understaend wios
cundsy wae saylng cbout & brignt young Yellow who went

dancing once with & sister of buperchiefl's recentionict

wilr

until cundey explelnea vhy @ girl cecretery wounicn't do
tor Auto, thnere woulc zlways be bud language over the left-
haznd spot, such bed Lenguage and sco loud it vwould e best to
nartition off the two ot them, though & »rivote ofilice

wae imnrectic2l on Auto's inside corner. Auto's soristant
told ug ai. this wiaen he first cene, he wes & creerful
youtn then, znd friendly, we were sorry to cee nim retrect
so comnletely into the derk, sirtecs corner hehind the
cartiticon.

Lhy he retrected we ccoula guess, Licuor, flitting
through harset Control one day, mude & cryptic remark about
femous stars out in the onen where vicsitors couldnt't tell
tnem f'rom the reaoiscts and soft drink thieves., £fnd es for
us, our mo jJor work in »nrogress was & zeriecs of red, whnite

nd dlue grocery coerts waich Sunosy ves confident would

-
L. T J

ﬂ

Geliver Grocery Ifron nis soft crink chaesm,
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It wese doubtlecss peing one of the few locel stars

thet deranged Grocery!ls nershective, most TV tnen come

in 4 can from the ezct. Certainly ne did not gragp Sundey'ls
extended nand, wuncey wao gave him nis ecrly treining,
shonsorea alm c¢ Grocery, encouraged nie TV career,

Ltigotened his zcecount burden, and now wee laboring to

. 4 5 - 2 o N oo [ > ) Fy ‘- - 'S 2 '
oring u» nic biliings to save im from & dingoling.

.
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nstead /Jvirtuzlly moved into Marget Control, weg veilting
’ v g o e 2 e s Y * — — o * . o~ - )

wiaenn we gpl'rived in tie anorning Lo send us cUrveylng &na

Promoting, lecving benind tunday's reams of unmi11éd
statistics. And on TV day we weré 11l down ot the sta2tion
loading groceries on the wheel, going out to buy uore to
redsce those stolen Dy ap rentlice directors, unloaaing
croceries fron the whe=l, and when Grocery had to nick un
nic wife driving nome rretty, wio was jore tzlented then
ted, we wusxed 1T Grocery wrote ner scrint and

sne sala no, the Mede 1t us +11 by hercelf,

cunaay We s progreﬁﬁing.go slowly wits: nie new charte
he summoned to thne Dsrk Tower our Director, wiio nreved
under inculsiticon to be several mentel Llevelsz velow Aldolicsnce,
who for & short timne lived high cneving out the Director
over micssing tear sheet<, until the Director vaniched
cnc even Grocery dldn't know vihere, or cidn't cure to sayy
Fortunctely cunaesy Lnew & young maen wihio had just arrived

from swew Yorxk, « briliiant fellow with & freternity brother

18



W10 was married to the cister of & lodge brother of
Suoercilief . wunday moved into Market vontrel to yersconslly
suncrvise training of the new Director . snc we control.ers
lived &t our adding nmachinec, it wee & supero ceries of
chiart:, they would rocket Grocery Iirom the soft cring ciaasw
Grocery did nave to sacritice 1l pcut one Controller
for his TV cnow. I nap .ened to be the first with tne solo
auty, and Lundsy was o0 eager for me to finish & column
ot figures 1L wae late at the stoticny a floor director
nad alreaqy lozded the wheel, wnich was nice of him,
Pretty esked 1f L coula lecve hefore the show was over <o
che needn't impose on Grocery. Iherefore wien the cecuers
left the whneel and Grocery wes alone witn anis tiiousends
of fans, telling the folkKs what great nroducts they z11
were, 1 begen unloacing. Jossibly it was hezste but the
wneel had never before seemed =0 tiopny, I lifted one little
pacKage 01 dehydrated cabbzge hearts and two hundred ovounds
of eecsorted groceries and one huge vileel crashed zll
arounlerocery, ¢nd the second camera unit lost contbol
and LnocCkKed Jdown & sAltchen wéll snd the suclo man fell off
iils high cnzir @and the loose crane mike swung by Grocery
narrcvwly missing nic head and the nice floor director in
convulsions hit s switeh and blew the stotion off the air
and the switchooard was jammed with cells, which hospital

wee Urocery in ana wes nhe desd snd wno done him in and
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could they csend him flowers and cendy =t tne jal

—

H

1 ; | . \ . ) 5
Perhzns worst ot zll, emong thoce in hycsterics wae rretty,

waoce cmile zave Grocery that hayride look. I dicdn't

=

tnink it wortivwhile returning to the Market Control

-

of {ice but cundey brushed it off{, accidents will napnen,

s

andad comalim%nted me on my addition.

whet hapoened next? How? Ve Controllers were never
to «now. Liguor Tlitted by on nis ﬁay ungtalrs tQ
n@wséide, mumoling wbout Coce Cole nice, mumbling strengely
like aumber Two, in his eyes the unmistakeble look oI an
exec wWno hesres, faf off in the distunce, & dingaelingling.
we could only guess, but with come accuracy. after all,

weaklingse don't become Chief. The doctors couldn't see

L i

how he kent going without & ctorach. But witn Number Two

manbling and Aonliasnce to chew on Cnief wes not utterly
without resources. Tnough hic beet energieg were onent
becoming Cref, tnourh e nad been firing and falling back,

firing cnd falling back, he was never crusned in open osttle.

‘unday was the vietim of his own victories; his mesternlece,

his series of grocery cherts, deleyed him overlong =t Market

Control w.ile Dark Lower invslids grew strong enoush 1in

neace to more CconIon Csute.

l

A stunnirg dey it wes viien our orignt young Cirector,
cunday's Director, scercely out of tundey's ¢
A&

»
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came, left uc to become aceicstunt Grocery fxec, /the only



one in all the Dark Tower. To make room Licuor hed to
oush nis desi so close to appliance their swivel chairs
were constently colliaing, «nd one could visualize how
simnle it would be to partition off Grocery =nd Assietant
Grocery, =znd nerhans even the teletype, and unlike
auto's partition this one would have outside windows.

Apnarently 1t begun with a Coca Cola mouse the news
side slinnead in while Licuor was witin fhe governor, not
his feult surely, but as Grocery said while felling us
we wouldn't nzve TV duty snymore, he and Assistant Grocery
vould mu-e darn cure news cide didn't get saway witn it agsin.
Oh yes, one more thing, Assistant Grocery hed lezrned
so much about charts as Director vunday, who hezd ceen Sriving

2 ‘
himself far too hard, could be relieved of the grocery
ceries.

where was sunday? Trying to aweke, thinking it was
& bad.one but no worce than many znother nightmere?
cuch as those when olid Licuor was getting big? Urocery
introducec our new Director, son of &z childhood pen pal,
=nd uncertook to train him »nersonaily.

Italian fermboys watching {rom & hilltopn Welf troowns
loot a weiblingen town, islanders watching from palm trees
sireraft cerriers leunch planes and dodge bombs, Roman
coldiers wetching Jews crucify Jews, Americens wetcning

from under cpneakescy tables gangsters end »nronibition agentes



snoot it out, Phoeniclan egynuchs vetching th@ Re ne of
the Cebinec, o viere we Lontrollers.

sut the morming vunaey tottered into Market Control
our Director scurried out to ceve his reccon, end we
controllers drooned our ctur-Tribunes, crosswords uniinisned,
overcome by »nity ana terror.

L11 before were mere disasters. inis was ruiln. Moth@r
Milk wes not renewiag. Mother Milk, wiich geve birth to the
Dark Tower, Mother #Milk, the only Supolement_account
originating in istville, Mdother 4ilk, the tnrcee-color
full-osge back cover of tne rundoy Eupﬁlﬁmeﬁt since the
Great Fire. The mind could conceive = the ocecn witnout
witer, tiae mistville sky without cloude, but not the cundsy

suonlement without Mother Miik in three colorc. TeKe avay

Mother 4ilk end Luncey would expire in one long never-2nding

How could it harnnen? Why? No cundey ned ever done nore
tnan nave lunch with Mother lMilk once a yesr znd licten to
ctoriec of thneir 1'irst cow gﬂd-how it Kicked over *the lantern
:nd sterted the CGrect Fire snd burned dovwn <1l thie othier
cows and now in gratitude they signed with the exec who
wae out there in the middle of the nignt milking tne cow, curely
the Greatect Chief of them c1li, In darket control we Led

= ctending order, on parcnment yellow with zge, for Motner

(v

-
fa

Milk tesr chneets wiich we feithiully stecked in & closet

cnd forgoth tear sheets bored cunday, and 1n ¢ny <vent

™)



the ad hed not chenged cince the urecst lPire.

-

iy

Wny.,, of all tne tundays, shoula it happen to our
oundey ? why should Mother Milk write the letter 1o
Chief, way not Sunday? Grocery was sympathetic, tney were
=11 sympathetic, Chilef saying nernaps Urocery va:s rignt
with Ascictunt Urocery he could lignten sund-y's loed Bg fab oy
Suonlement groceries. And Grocery tﬁlling Sundey ails
frienas =t vioth=r Milk were plenning « Dilg csmnalgn in
tne <uily, sossibly he could convince them to kég; the
~uplrlement, though they certainLy'were cxcited sbout TV,
vhat with her just now ocut of scting scnool the whole
Motlwer Ailk fumily was eager to see how Cousin Pretty
made out, tley vere sure cne'd be better thin tlie ol Pretty.
were we so very wrong to wbandon our traditionel neu-
traiity? oundey, vho zlone in the Lerd Tower faw controllers
snd Execeg, lLike caternilizrs end butterilies, cggs end

eagles, as two stoger in growth rather then separate

o . .- - - i . ~ k. . - ) .. "l,_'Tr - by ""'r - . L,
orvhans end his son doing so well et Yele ana Lis lovely

f'_}_;

cugnte wii0o cerwy like wn engel and wasg goling to Ltely
to study and .:ls thoroughbred Labrezdor retriever and his

Boy &cout troopn end dahilics, he won »srizes for nis duinllas

b
MR I
and then there was the Tank, when he defsulted iic luge

mortgoge the doors would snen zimut =nd s1ll thnoce wicows woule

be vennnilece in thelr deciinlng yesrs.

W
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It woe o dey trnet gave 28 great ceticfection in & ving
the dsrket under vontrol. sundzy we sent home 1n & Cco

| 4 oy .

to lie down in o d.rk room, recting for hile dinner with
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vot  end eorey gvn. owouthr Countroller dug in the Illec
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for olda letter: that with @ word chienged l1ere end I1oere

could zpply to Mother milK &¢ e€cclliy w& Adelivdre tea Co

nearts andé deconzscetent toilet t:

-t
i
ro
—
D
*

’!..-_
<
QO
™3
l"+
)
:!__'\'t
b =t
vt
9l
H
0
i
™
»
)
oot
AP

the closet--znd felt & chill ot the Leert, for the MotTher

NI | 14 - Ve s R L ot el ere KAt O P

switt skill. Then, leavirng Couth cutting stencile and
mimecgranining letters daled boek through tne orevious yesr,
nd artist spraying and esnisping zng nasting cnd oocinting,
Northh end I went forth into the Merket seeking salling
srocers  and awes displeys.

There were no aAucs disnleys. TDeszoite millions investec
in cunacoy fun slement three-color LoC4 Dages few grocers

. = A

<ed Mather 4ilk. The lzbel on *he cen hedn't chzailed

#);
i
<
@

cince tne Great fire uand tlough in citlizens of grect asxe,

(T
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such ¢ the other Ailk peopnle, the wordcul 0I & Dioneer

womnsn stirred menorie: of young fenily lite, din thelr

cnildren it stirred memories of chilblains ancd sulfur and



molucsses and no g-mes or laughter on tae Sabbath, ond

in taelir grendcanilaren 1t stirred notining &t 11, they
never Saw 1t in tine scuvermaerdets tney natronized in shiny
new <nopding centers., sorth snd I westea no wotlon, ve
drove directly to cections ct the Murket where nencioners

Ao

L1Ve 1in greot nuaniers, ana To sugeriarwaets where we versntt

-

Known, not l.aeriscleters, chein outlets witih o2olicier =zgzoinst
veing controlied. Pernans it wis the way we wrote down
trnelr nanes ¢o coreiully and check@ﬁ the svelling, out

the grocers ceeged to thnink taeir oictures would run in

the wtor-Tribune; certoinly the offect excelled 2 brzce

of #2220 sults, we ed To ask tihem to tone down the smiles

or noooty would believe they were grocerc.

=

Wwe cuilt some oOf the lorgest mecs disnleys ever ceen

In the rMlctville doerzet, taking cuere in cimeore cnglegs thet
gogloond ena vegetivles and Drand 2, Y znd 7 milks aid not

y £, I 3 3 S B " Py 3 S
show tarougn the fecceqe of Mother Milk. Ve draned honne

proclaiming "adverticed in the -tar-Tribune Sundey Sunnlement,

STUCK & Cenn 01 Mothner M1LK 1n the grocer's right nana, @

-

“unaey ~uapolenent in the other. Afterwerl, Jjust az weld
rromiZed the Zrocer, we Ut 2ll the cene bsiek where vwe
found them. when tne smiling grocer -- once csterted they

wouldn 't stoo-- asked wnet cagy nis dHicture would run we
_ rhot
Said, on our weay out thie coor to the next tsrget, the

' g

-

decicsion lzy with chnein headeuzrters. <hat wes anotlier

LA



sssumntion the srocers made, that we hed clezred with
hecdquarters, wiicii perheos is the origin of the ceVing

the

i.._..d

gI’OCeI‘S nave :ﬁo'w&da.}rﬁ, "never EP;]iL(‘ until VOl f@;;.
drink niit your gut.r”

=
It was, of course, thne €noriious &S dignlave ant thne

not quite incredible swiles thuat clinched 1t as the

finest €loseout, the Clzscic Cleseout, in all Merkel control
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history. tundsy g-1d Mother MI1lk wvac dee
by the osretty art 2aper and tecr cheel:s &ncd letters and
nostecards but when they saw the mase disnleys and €nliing
grocers tney could scarcely maeter tnelr fe&lingﬁ, they hadn't
rezllzed fher@‘waﬁ tnet mach Mothaer Milk in all of #“ictville,
.nd there wacn't, out before they found thet out they wvere
on the line for another veur of three-color full-2cge
Nack cover of tne CYunday cuposlement,

A lesser Bxec, a Grocery or iapoliance, would have
insulted us ezc menicle with come scuch crude gesture as
a fiftn o1 wﬂi&ﬁey; ve valued more, much ﬁOP@, sundey s
sinrle, sincere thanks on benelf of hinself, hies gracicus
wife, son at Ysie, lovely daugnter with voice Like &«n
sngzel, thoroushbred Labracor retrlever, Soy Scout troon
srize-winning dshlias &nd all those little old widowse.

Tne camnpzign concluded 1in the brilliant syle of tne young

Naovoleon, but beyond our view. 1he &arrivel at the Lark

Tover thot morning of Crocery ¢nd the others we could only
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imeegine. 1nne first hard news came from Licuor, flitting

by Market vontrol wunbling there wes a mouse in s Cocs
Cole bottle anc he had to get unstairs end kill it before
it got out on the ctreet. vceveral days luter we ned z nev
Cirector, » obright young fellow who hed & cloge friend

wilo cnce Ilew acroses the country in thne came wirnleéne &c
cuderchief. we never knew him well =zt z11. He returnea
from his first Dark 1ower conterence withh & cerious
e¥xnression. uwrocery had renorted, to the shock of =ll,
that nis friends &zt chain hesdruarters seld tne necs

disnleys were illegal and so were the smiles of the

Erocers. The Dark Tower was sorry, but crocked Controllers ——

could, in timne, corrunt the entire Natiomzl ~dvertising
ervice. fortunetely for the Yirket, wnich zllowed evrn
briefly out of contrslxwﬁight nave Deenn permanently
canaged, Sunday snew taree young znglich ma jors with c=re
and suits ana tles, ano sll vere 1n school viti & nephew
of tunerchief's butler.

One siternceon & year later, whihﬁ citting in & tovern
witii one of tne blg nevw eleven inch cereens, 1 wstched
TV znd Grocery wzsn't there, and neither was the whe&i or
kKitchen or Pretty cr dotherly. There was & cartoon incsteced
winich I ernjoyed very amiucii.e L notice Aother MILI1k iﬂ cti L
on tne bacs cover of the tundey wupplement, three colors,

full page, tnough the lcst time 1 saw & can of Mother milk



waS several years ago 1in an old town east of Mistville,

a fasclnating but distressing areas, zzed men and women
ef'ter all these deczdes still expecting the mines to
reoven momentarily. cersonally I tuke the fecond Puner,

a heavy loed to carry iome but excellent for staerting firecs
triese camp days zfter I'e unwrapnhed the fish end reszd

the funny onapercs,
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